TO THE HONOURABLE THE SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
This petition of citizens of Australia draws to the attention of the House:

That Australian Paper at Maryvale is Gippsland's largest private employer. Almost 1000 people work at the pulp and paper mill and many more thousands of jobs in
the community rely on its operations. Last year workers from the Maryvale mill went to Canberra to talk to politicians as part of the CFMEU’s ‘Let’s Spread It
Around’ campaign

(www.letsspreaditaround.com.au). The Australian Government is the biggest purchaser of paper in Australia and we want the Government to buy less imports and
more Australian made paper to support our jobs, our families and our communities.

Workers are still concerned that Australian companies continue to lose procurement contracts with Federal Government agencies to overseas suppliers which are
putting jobs at risk.

We therefore ask the House to:

e Commit to getting true value for money when buying paper and paper products by taking into account the socio-economic benefits to the
community of supporting Australian manufacturing jobs, the significant taxation receipts from local production and the environmental benefits of
procuring paper which reaches high Australian Standards.

e Achieve this through implementing a pilot project covering all Government procurement of paper and paper products which core principle is
preference of Australian made product except where it is independently assessed against agreed Government-CFMEU criteria that net cost to the
community of the imported product is lower than the Australian made product.





